CROSSROADS FAMILY SERVICES

Phone: 780-430-7715    Fax: 780-430-7778

The Role of Adoption in Foster Care  

Acknowledgement of Policy
Introduction:
Region 6 (Edmonton) has three programs to address placement needs of children:

1. Adoption

2. Foster to Adopt

3. Foster Care

Adoption:  When a family/person is interested in making a permanent addition to their home, they are able to adopt a child or children.  Adoptive families do not provide temporary care – they are interested only in children who can live permanently with them.

Persons interested in this situation MUST apply with Foster Care & Adoption Intake through Region 6.  Only children eligible for adoption will be placed in the home.

In this case, a Home Assessment and paperwork is all designed to meet the legal requirements for Adoption.

Foster to Adoption (a.k.a. Fost-Adopt):  When a family/person is primarily interested in adoption but are willing to take children under a Temporary Guardianship Order (maximum time in foster care being 15 months for children 6 and under; 18 months for children 7 and older) who will likely become free for adoption, may enroll in the Fost-Adopt program.

Persons interested in this situation MUST apply with Foster & Adoption Intake through Region 6.  Only children designated as Fost-Adopt will be placed in the home.

In this case, a Home Assessment and paperwork is all designed to meet the legal requirements for Adoption.

Foster Care:  Families/persons who may or may not be interested in providing a permanent home for children, but wish to provide temporary care for children needing placement fall into this category.
Person interested in this situation can apply to Foster Care & Adoption Intake OR to an Agency, such as Crossroads Family Services.  In addition, if the potential foster parents are also interested in providing a permanent (i.e. adoptive) home for children, Crossroads Family Services can provide the support they need.
Crossroads Family Services and Adoptions

If you are interested in adoption but NOT interested in providing foster care – you should NOT apply with an Agency.  However, if you are interested in fostering AND potentially interested in becoming a permanent home you can apply with Crossroads Family Services.
Keep in mind the following:

1. Foster Parents who end up adopting their foster children must have another Home Assessment performed as well as completing other necessary paperwork as the foster home process is not designed to meet the legal requirements for adoption.  This process is completed through Region 6 Foster Care & Adoption.  Essentially, there will be two concurrent files regarding your family – an Adoption file and a Foster Care file.
2. Adopting after providing foster care is NOT the Foster to Adoption program.

3. Children placed with you will NOT be eligible for adoption matching.  Only if the child CANNOT return home/to extended family/community and is not Registered with a First Nations Tribe or Band will adoption be considered as a permanency option.  Placement of children who may become adoptable is not guaranteed.
4. When applying to Crossroads Family Services, you must be willing to provide general foster care, even if you are open to adoption.

While the above is true between 40 and 50 per cent of foster families end up adopting their foster children.  Crossroads Family Services has supported many Foster Families through the adoption process and will continue to do so.  

Crossroads Family Services provides the following supports to families in the process of adopting:
1. Continued support by the Foster Care Support Worker and 24 hour on-call availability.

2. Adoption support groups

3. Sharing of information (with your consent) with Region 6 Adoptions in order to prevent unnecessary duplication of paperwork when possible.

4. You will continue to receive your monthly stipend under the adoption is finalized.


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND CONSENT:





 I/we, ____________________ and ____________________________________ understand the above information regarding Foster Care & Adoptions.  We understand that our home is being opened as a Foster Home and that permanency may or may not be an option for the children placed in our home.





This policy has been reviewed with me/us.
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